
D56 (45137) ‘The Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment (T.A.). 

D56 was built at Crewe Works in 1962 as one of the final batch of Class 45s ordered. It was 
delivered new to Cricklewood depot and selected to receive the name ‘The Bedfordshire & 
Hertfordshire Regiment (T.A.). The naming ceremony took place at Bedford Midland station 
on 8th December 1962, with Brigadier G.W.H Peters, the Honorary Colonel of the regiment, 
unveiling the nameplate.  

The following extract is from the regimental journal, ‘The Wasp and the Eagle’ Vol. 2 No.1, 
June 1963, which describes the naming of the locomotive. I particularly like the quote that 
the locomotive was ‘up-to-date, versatile and speedy…’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These two photos show the naming ceremony, with Brigadier Peters unveiling the 
nameplate. Also in the photos are The Mayor of Bedford, Mr W.O. Reynolds (British 
Railways), the Rev. J. E. Bowers and the Vice-Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, Lt.-Col. The Hon. 
Morgan Grenville. 



 

The loco was converted to provide Electric Train Heating (ETH) in 1973 to become Class 
45/1 No.45137 and managed to retain both nameplates and crests right up until March 1986, 
when they were removed by Toton depot for ‘safekeeping’. 45137 worked two notable ‘last’ 
services – the final locomotive hauled ‘Master Cutler’ from Sheffield to St Pancras, complete 
with headboard, on 1st October 1982 and the last ‘official’ Class 45 hauled train out of St 
Pancras – the 16:20 St Pancras – Derby on Sunday 10th May 1987. The loco was withdrawn 
from service on 15th June 1987 due to a cracked engine block and was then stored at March 
Depot until being sold for scrap to MC Metals. It made the final journey to Glasgow in 
February 1994 and was scrapped by the first week in March. 

It is not clear what happened to the nameplates after removal from the loco. All that is known 
is that The Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire Regiment museum purchased a nameplate (minus 
crest) at auction on 20/09/90 and for many years this was on display at the Wardown Park 
Museum in Luton. However, the museum closed in early 2016 for refurbishment and on 
making enquiries about the plate the author was told they were ‘unable to locate it’! 
Hopefully it  re-surfaced when the museum re-opened its doors in Spring 2017. 

 


