45143 Article

45143 was in the last batch of Class 45s to be built, released new to
service as No.D62 from Crewe Works on 17/03/62 and fitted with split
head code boxes in the centre of the nose ends. The first livery was BR
green with off white bodyside stripes and engine room grilles, grey roof
and small yellow warning panels. The locomotive was named ‘5" Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards’ by General Sir John Anderson in a ceremony
at St Pancras on 30/11/64, with the new nameplates and regimental crests
painted with a red background. The next repaint in 1966 was into all over
‘economy’ green, before gaining BR blue with full yellow ends in 1968.

D62 ‘5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards’ in ‘economy green’ livery at Nottingham Midland in
1966 Photo: J R Lamin

In 1974 the loco was called into Derby Works for removal of the steam
heating boiler and installation of Electric Train Heating equipment,
emerging in November of that year renumbered to 45143. When the use
of head code displays on the front of locomotives was discontinued in
1976, the headcode blinds were wound to show ‘0000’, until ‘domino’
spots were installed in 1977. Then during its next overhaul in 1978 the
headcode boxes were removed in favour of the flush front with sealed
beam marker lights, being released from Derby Works on 07/05/78.




By September 1980, the nameplates had been repainted with a black
background and the crests with a green background, the loco also being
noted in this condition on 17/04/81 and 01/09/81. Then when the loco went
through Derby Works for a Heavy General Overhaul in late 1981, it was
released to traffic on 20/12/81 with the plates had been repainted back to
the more common red background.
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The nameplate of 45143 during the time it had a black/green background in 1980/81. Photo:
Norman Buttifant

45143 was one of the few Class 45s that retained both plates and crests
intact throughout the 1970s and early 80s, when many sister locos had
one or more plates and/or crests stolen during this period.

1985 was the regiment’s tercentenary year and in May of that year, 45143
was stopped at its home depot of Toton for a repaint (which included
addition of a black roof) and the addition of ‘1685-1985’ plates (cast by
Newton Replicas) under the existing nameplates. Immaculately turned out
with white painted tyres, the loco was then positioned to work the 05.48
Exeter - Waterloo on 11/06/85 for a re-dedication ceremony at Waterloo,
prior to it then working the 13.10 Waterloo — Exeter. A Peak at Waterloo
was a very rare occasion!
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An immaculate 45143 on arrival at London Waterloo with the 05.48 from Exeter on 11/06/85 for a
re-dedication ceremony to celebrate the tercentenary of the regiment. Photo: Mike Hodge

The nameplates were unveiled by the Duchess of Westminster and the
train then departed 16 minutes late to the sound of the regimental band
on the platform. The train carried VIPs to Andover, where the 5th Royal
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards were based at nearby Tidworth, and various
top brass, dignitaries and regimental bagpipers were there to meet the
rededicated locomotive during the four minute station stop.
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The nameplate is unveiled by the Duchess of Westminster at London Waterloo station on
11/06/85. Photo: Jerry Matthews
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45143 prepares to depart London Waterloo with the 13:10 to Exeter following the rededication
ceremony on 11/06/85. Note the regimental band on the platform. Photo: Robin Ward
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A closer view of 45143’s nameplate carried following the rededication ceremony on 11/06/85. Note
the additional ‘1685-1985’ plates.

The loco then returned to more conventional duties on Trans-Pennine,
Midland Mainline and North East-South West passenger services, as well
as parcels, newspaper and other traffic. In December 1985 the loco was
fitted with high intensity headlights and then in April 1986 it sadly lost its
nameplates for the first time in 23 years, when they were removed by
Toton depot for ‘safekeeping’ in a policy that saw removal of all remaining
nameplates carried by Class 45s.




For the next 12 months, 45143 sported just rusty patches on the bodyside
where the nameplates were once proudly displayed. On 2" May 1987,
after working Trans-Pennine duties, the loco was stopped at Tinsley depot
due to a leaking A2 cylinder liner. Normally this fault could be rectified in
a day or so, but because Tinsley had been instructed to withdraw a
number of Class 45/1s as surplus (to coincide with the summer timetable
change) 45143 was condemned on 7" May. It was then moved with 45119
and 45105 to March for storage pending scrapping. The loco was initially
identified as a good preservation candidate, being in generally good
condition, but rescue never came and the loco became increasingly
derelict over the next seven years, before being finally hauled to MC
Metals in Glasgow and cut up by 13/03/94. A sad end to a once proud
locomotive.

Following removal from the loco in 1986, one of the nameplates was
presented to the regiment and is now on display in The Inniskillings
Museum, The Castle, Enniskillen. The whereabouts of the other plate is
unknown, but what is believed to be an original crest is on display in the
‘Headhunters Barber Shop and Railway Museum’ in Enniskillen.
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One of 45143’s nameplates on display The Inniskillings Museum, The Castle, Enniskillen, in May
2023.

A crest from 45143 on display in the
‘Headhunters Barber Shop and Railway
Museum’ in Enniskillen in 2022.

Steve Dexter




