
 

45144 Remembered 

 

45144 was built as D55 at Crewe Works and released new to traffic in 
October 1962, fitted with split head code boxes in the centre of the nose 
ends. The first livery was BR green with off white bodyside stripes and 
engine room grilles, grey roof and small yellow warning panels. The 
locomotive was named ‘Royal Signals’ without ceremony on 30/06/65, 
The next repaint in 1966 was into all over ‘Toton blue’, still with small 
yellow panels and sans serif numbers, before gaining BR blue with full 
yellow ends in 1968. The loco was selected for ETH conversion in 1974 
and was released to traffic as 45144 in December of that year. 

Following the use of headcode boxes being discontinued in 1975, 45144 
was noted displaying ‘0000’ at both ends on 31/01/76 and by 18/06/78 it 
had been fitted with ‘domino’ displays. It then went on to become the last 
Class 45/1 to carry headcode boxes, being the final loco in the Heavy 
General Overhaul programme. It was called into Crewe Works in October 
1983, being noted on the arrival roads on 22/10/83. During the overhaul, 
the usual Crewe practice of cutting out the headcode boxes with the nose 
ends still in situ and then welding in of new steel to form the flush front 
end and fitting of marker lights was completed (in contrast, Derby Works 
used to remove the nose end assembly to undertake the conversion). 
When the loco was noted completed at the Crewe Works test house on 
25/02/84, it had been painted with the usual Crewe overhaul trademarks 
of only having one BR logo on each side (rather than two), but these were 
positioned more unusually under the secondman cab windows rather than 
the drivers. 

Left: 45144 on the arrivals line at Crewe Works on 22/10/83 (Photo: Tim Taylor) and (right) seen inside the 
works on 29/11/83 with headcode boxes removed and replaced with marker lights (Photo: Carl Brunnock). 



 

 

The regimental crests from both nameplates went missing in 1976 and the 
loco ran with both nameplates only from then until being called into Crewe 
Works. When released ex-works into traffic in March 1984, replacement 
crests had been fitted, painted with a blue background.  

Amongst the usual Trans-Pennine, Midland Main Line and Cross-Country 
passenger, parcels and freight duties, 45144 worked the St Pancras – 
Toton leg of Hertfordshire Rail Tours ‘Ollerton Ogload’ tour on 02/03/85. 

In May 1985, 45144 was selected to become what was certainly the last 
time a Peak to perform Royal Train duty on Thursday 2nd/Friday 3rd May 
1985. On this occasion, Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh 
travelled overnight from Euston to Wellingborough to attend an 
engagement near Wellingborough on the Friday morning. The train was 
scheduled to be hauled by a Class 47 but a Class 45/1 was booked to 
assist with shunting and stabling the train at Wellingborough and then 
hauling it into the station the following morning. 

Why 45144 was chosen is not clear, but it may have been because it was 
the best condition named 45/1 at the time, still carrying both nameplates. 
Toton did a good job of smartening the loco up and by the time it departed 
at 21.30 on Thursday 2nd it had received a black roof, a green background 
to the regimental crests, polished bodywork and white wall tyres. 

45144 at Toton Depot following preparation for Royal Train duty in May 1985. 



 

That evening, the Royal Train stock, consisting of 10 vehicles and 
weighing 406 tonnes was collected from Wolverton by 86103 'Andre 
Chapelon' and hauled as 1Z03 19.40 empty stock to Euston, arriving in 
London at 20.41. Meanwhile train loco 47619, ran light engine as 0X01 
17.10 from Crewe Depot, arriving at Euston and coupling to the north end 
of the train at 20.50. 
 
The royal passengers boarded at Euston and the train departed at 22.30 
as 1X01, running via Bletchley and Bedford to Wellingborough, arriving 
on the Down Main at Finedon Road at 00.35 on Friday 3rd May. 
 
'Royal Signals' had arrived at Wellingborough at 23.15 and was waiting in 
the Down Reception Sidings for the Royal Train. 45144 was then hand 
signalled at extreme caution to the rear of the train and once coupled up 
hauled it carefully into Down Siding No.2, arriving at 00.57, to stable 
overnight. 

45144’s real moment of glory came later that morning. At 09.27, 47619 
hauled the train (with 45144 attached to the rear) back out onto the Down 
Main. The points behind the train were then clipped and at 09.47 'Royal 
Signals' hauled the whole formation in the up direction along the Down 
Main and into the Down Fast platform at Wellingborough station, coming 
smoothly to a halt at the designated point on the platform. The train arrived 
dead on time at 09.55, so the Royals had enjoyed a full 8 minutes of 
glorious Peak haulage! 

45144 ready to haul the Royal Train out of Wellingboroug Sidings towards Wellingborough station on 
Friday 3rd May 1985 (Photo: Rob York). 



The Queen and Duke alighted via the red carpet on the platform and at 
10.05 47619 hauled the empty stock and 45144 back in the right direction 
as far as the Down Sidings where the Royal Peak was detached and 
'returned to traffic working'. The 47 then took the train back to its home at 
Wolverton, via a run round at Nuneaton. 

45144 hauls the Royal Train out of Wellingboroug Sidings towards Wellingborough station for 
Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh to disembark on Friday 3rd May 1985 (Photo: Rob 

York). 

The Royal Train in platform 1 at Wellingborough station for the royal party to disembark. 47619 
prepares to haul the train back into the Down Sidings. 45144 is out of sight on the rear. Friday 3rd 

May 1985 (Photo: Rob York). 



 
Below is an extract from the Special Train Notice, detailing the movements 
required for the royal visit at Wellingborough. 

 



 



45144 returned to more mundane duties and gradually regained a layer 
of grime! In late April 1986 the loco received a major exam at Toton 
depot, during which its nameplates were removed for ‘safekeeping’ and 
high intensity headlights fitted to the nose ends, being noted in traffic in 
this condition on 02/05/86. 

On 18/10/86, 45144 worked another Hertfordshire rail tour – ‘The 
Worcester Sorcerer’ from St Pancras to Worcester and return, via Kew 
East Jn - Staines - Reading - Didcot - Oxford – Honeybourne, Hereford 
and Severn Tunnel Jn. 
 
Along with all the remaining 45/1s, 45144 was transferred to Tinsley depot 
on 23/11/86.  

When Class 45 Trans-Pennine passenger diagrams were due to end with 
the May 1987 timetable change a large number of 45/1s were withdrawn 
as surplus, but 45144 survived the 
cull, being one of 21 Class 45/1s 
retained for other duties and in 
July 1987 Tinsley depot reapplied 
the ‘Royal Signals’ name in 
painted form, being noted in this 
condition on 11/07/87 (photo right) 

One month after its royal train duty, 45144 is seen at York on 3rd June 1985. Note the black roof and 
green background to the regimental crest. Photo: Trevor Casey  



 

 

 

On 18/12/87, 45144 worked 5C26 ECS from Bristol Temple Meads to the 
nearby Malago Vale Carriage Sidings, but was unfortunately derailed all 
wheels in the sidings. After re-railing, the loco was moved to Bristol Bath 
Road depot, where it was withdrawn on 21/12/87, seemingly with little or 
no inspection of any damage having taken place.  

 

 

 

The loco languished at Bath Road until 07/02/88, when it was hauled with 
condemned Class 50 No.50006 as 9Z50 18:50 Bristol Bath Road – 
Humberstone Road and was tripped as 9T16 08:30 Humberstone Road – 
Vic Berrys scrap yard the following day. It was noted as still intact on 
05/06/88, but by 02/07/88 had been reduced to just frame and cabs. As 
the loco had previously been regarded as in good condition, it was seen 
as a great waste that the loco was hastily withdrawn and scrapped in this 
way. 

 

45144 undergoing re-railing at Malago Vale Sidings on 18/12/87 (photographer unknown) 



  

 

 

 

One nameplate from the loco is on display at the Royal Signals museum 
in Blandford Forum. 

 

 

Steve Dexter 

One of 45144s nameplates on display at the Royal Signals museum in Blandford Forum 

A sad sight at Vic Berrys scrapyard, as the cutting up of 45144 has commenced in June 1988. 
Photo: Andy Sales 


